
what’s inside

if anyone knows how to write a good story 
it’s Donald Miller. His New York Times bestseller, 
Blue Like Jazz, has sold over a million copies. But when 
Miller was recruited to help write a screenplay of his own 
life, and subsequently asked to fictionalize it to make it a 
“better story,” he was struck with another thought: “What 

changes could I make to my actual life to make it better – to 
give it a greater sense of meaning?” That’s when The Mentoring 
Project was born. Miller founded the organization to respond 
to America’s crisis of fatherlessness. As a result, he’s not only 
discovered more meaning for his own life, but he’s helping to 
rewrite the life stories of hundreds of fatherless boys. Here’s 
what he had to say in a recent Gathering interview. See page 2. 



TG: How has the idea of writing a 
better story affected your work 
with The Mentoring Project?
DM:

TG: In a good story, the protagonist 
is always faced with some type of 
conflict. What conflicts have you had 
to overcome as you attempt to live a 
better story?
DM:

TG: Tell us more about the kind of influence The Mentoring Project is  
currently having.
DM:

TG: Starting The Mentoring Project has given great meaning to your life.   
What else is giving it meaning?
DM:

TG: What advice do you have for the person who wants to live a better story?
DM:

Hear more from Donald Miller when he speaks at The Gathering’s 2010 Annual Conference.  
To learn more about The Mentoring Project, visit their website at thementoringproject.org.

MY FIRST REACTION

I DON’T KNOW 

I DECIDED TO READ 

THE MORE I READ

THAT’S NOT OUR BEST HOPE

INSTEAD, 

y

FRED SMITH,  THE GATHERING PRESIDENT
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God gives a 
man riches, 
property, and 
wealth so that 
he lacks noth-
ing that his 
heart desires, 
yet God does 
not enable 
him to enjoy 
the fruit of his 
labor – instead, 
someone else 
enjoys it!  

Donald Miller’s latest book,
A Million Miles in a Thousand Years, 
details his journey towards living 
a better story and 
challenges readers 
to reconsider what 
they strive for in life.



family

W E ALL WANT 

Experts  
on family  
to speak at   
2010 Gathering 
Conference

 For more insight 
on cultivating strong 
families, be sure to 
attend a session offered 
by Dr. Tim Kimmel 
and his wife, Darcy, 
or Dr. James Dobson 
and his son, Ryan, at 
The Gathering’s 2010 
Annual Conference in 
San Diego. The Kimmels 
will speak on “Grace-
Based Parenting,” 
while the Dobsons 
will address “Help for 
Families in Peril and a 
Culture in Chaos.”Learn more about the Petersen’s adventure at www.chrysalisvoyage.com or 

read Kim’s book, Charting the Unknown (available at amazon.com).

Kim Petersen’s book, 
Charting the Unknown, 
tells the story of her 
family’s voyage across 
the Atlantic, as well as 
her personal journey 
related to fear.

Mike and Kim Peterson (with children 
Lauren and Stefan) on the bow of the 65-foot 
catamaran they rebuilt and sailed together.
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TG: Why did you and Steve Corbett write 
When Helping Hurts?
BF: TG: Can you give an example of how   

our attempts to help the poor can  
actually do harm?
BF: 

TG: Why do you think it’s so important for 
individuals to take a hard look at their 
motives for wanting to help the poor?
BF:

Dr. Brian Fikkert is a Professor of
Economics and the founder and Executive 

Director of the Chalmers Center for Economic 
Development at Covenant College. He earned a 

Ph.D. in economics from Yale University, has been 
a consultant to the World Bank and is the author

of numerous articles in both academic
and popular journals. 

TG: How does the 
American “need for 
speed” undermine true 
poverty alleviation?
BF:

TG: What’s your bottom line piece of advice 
for people who want to do something to  
help the poor? 
BF:

IF YOU’RE HEADED

The West’s attempt 
to paint a brighter 
future for the 

poor by focus-
ing on material 

transactions 
may actually 

be doing 
more harm 
than good.


